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Press Release: og March 2010
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

UNIFEM, MINISTRY OF JUSTICE AND CENTRAL GROUP OF COMPANIES PARTNER ON
ADVOCACY CAMPAIGN TO END VIOLENCE

BANGKOK, 2010 - UNIFEM, the Ministry of Justice and the Central Group of Companies, with the
support of Thai Health Promotion Foundation jointly launched the campaign CARE NOW: Say NO
to Violence Against Women at Central World on og March 2010. The CARE NOW campaign kicked
off with the activity ‘Paint a T-Shirt to show you Care’, which will run at Central World until March
14. CARE NOW will raise awareness about violence against women at Central stores nationwide. It
was followed by a self defense demonstration .

Violence against women is a severe human rights violation that affects one in three women around
the world. In 2008, United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM) introduced Say NO to
Violence Against Women as a global advocacy campaign in support of the UN Secretary-General’s
multi-year campaign Unite to End Violence Against Women. In Thailand, HRH Princess
Bajrakitiyabha, signed onto the Say NO to Violence Against Women campaign in September 2008
and played an instrumental role in rallying Thai people to the cause, helping to collect more than 3
million signatures from across the country out of 5 million collected globally. To raise further
awareness, HRH Princess Bajrakitiyabha has also painted a T-shirt to kick off the Care NOW.

Ms. Busaba Chirathivat, Senior Vice President of Corporate Communications at the Central Group
said, “We consider the initiative an important and a highly relevant one given that 8o per cent of our
personnel are women. She added that, in addition to raising public awareness, Central Retail
Corporation would “contribute to fund-raising and set up donation boxes at various branches
nationwide. Money collected will be presented to HRH Princess Bajarakitiyabha, Goodwill
Ambassador for UNIFEM in Thailand, in a ceremony on 25 November 2010 to mark the International
Day For the Elimination of Violence Against Women.”

Dr. Kittipong Kittayarak, Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Justice said that HRH Princess
Bajrakitiyabha, as Goodwill Ambassador for UNIFEM in Thailand, has been active in raising public
awareness about the Say NO initiative and mobilizing all segments of Thai society to help eliminate
violence against women. HRH Princess Bajrakitiyabha also graciously agreed to participate in
various media campaigns and public awareness initiatives, lending her voice and support for the
cause. In Udon Thani, the Princess participated in a bicycle ride to launch an event to promote
public awareness and initiated the school-based Youth Say NO to Violence against Women
programme, organised by UNIFEM in collaboration with the Ministry of Education and the Ministry
of Justice. For her exceptional contribution and exemplary engagement on the issue, the Princess



was honoured by UNIFEM in an awards ceremony held at UN headquarters in New York on
November 24, 2009.

Mr. Mark Wallem, Deputy Regional Programme Director, UNIFEM East and Southeast Asia
Regional Office, said that UNIFEM was extremely grateful for the support and commitment of the
Central Retail Corporation and the Ministry of Justice to end violence against women, because “we
cannot fully eliminate violence against women without the consistent support and commitment of
the government, civil society, NGOs, the private sector, and individuals.”

The event concluded with a panel discussion by Mr Parinya Nithaworn, Specialist, Office of
Women'’s Affairs and Family Development at the Ministry of Social Development and Human
Security, Mr. Jadet Chaowilai , Manager of the Friends of Women Foundation, Ms. Kanokwan Sri
Chaiya from Royal Thai Armed Forces and Ms. Chuanjit Turathong, HR Manager Central Retail
Corporation. In addition to the T-shirt painting and donation boxes, there will also be gender
sensitivity workshops for personnel, with 100 already trained in the first round.

###

UNIFEM is the women's fund at the United Nations, dedicated to advancing women’s rights and
achieving gender equality. It provides financial and technical assistance to innovative programmes and
strategies that foster women's empowerment. UNIFEM works on the premise that it is the fundamental
right of every woman to live a life free from discrimination and violence, and that gender equality is
essential to achieving development and to building just societies.

The Ministry of Justice of the Kingdom of Thailand is a Cabinet Ministry in charge of the criminal
Jjustice system in the Kingdom. Its mandate is to effectively coordinate and develop the justice system
in accordance with the rule of law with moral inspiration in justice for public reliability with equal access
to justice. The Ministry has been honoured to serve as the executor of The Kamlangjai Project and Dr.
Kittipong Kittayarak, Permanent Secretary is the Chairman of Executive Committee of the Kamlangjai
Project, under the Royal Initiative of HRH Princess Bajrakitiyabha.

The Central Group of Companies is a conglomerate operating five business divisions; retailing, real
estate development, hotel, wholesale and fast food and through subsidiaries, and involved in a wide
range of other activities. It was established in 1947 as a general merchandiser store.

For media inquiries please contact: Mika Mansukhani, Communication Specialist
02.288.2216 Mika.mansukhani[at]unifem.org
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Launch of
“Care Now: Say No to Violence against Women"” Campaign

by UNIFEM, Ministry of Justice and Central Retail Corporation
supported by Thai Health Promotion Foundation

Tuesday, og March 2010 at 13:00 — 15:00 hrs
3rd floor, Eden Zone, Central World

Background

Violence against women is a severe human rights violation that affects one in three
women around the world. In 2008, United Nations Development Fund for Women
(UNIFEM) introduced the Say NO to Violence Against Women as a global advocacy
campaign, in support of the UN Secretary-General’s multi-year campaign called Unite to
End Violence Against Women. The Goodwill Ambassadorship of HRH Princess
Bajrakitiyabha, and the Say NO to Violence Against Women campaign have made inroads
into major constituencies in Thailand.

CARE NOW - Say NO to Violence Against Women is an advocacy campaign in Thailand
jointly launched by UNIFEM East and Southeast Asia, Central Retail Corporation, Ministry of
Justice, and supported by Thai Health Promotion Foundation. The campaign aims to build
awareness and mobilize action to eliminate violence against women. CARE NOW will
contribute to the global Say NO-UNITE goal of collecting 100,000 actions by March 2010,
and a million actions by the end of the year.

Tentative Programme

13:00 hrs Registration

13:30 hrs T shirt painting by Speakers & participants

14:00 -14:15 hrs Opening remarks by MC and Self Defense presentation
14:15 hrs Press Statements by:

Dr. Kittipong Kittayarak, Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Justice,
Thailand

Mr. Mark Wallem, Deputy Regional Programme Director (on behalf
of Dr. Jean D' Cunha, Regional Programme Director, UNIFEM East
and Southeast Asia Regional Office)

Ms. Busaba Chirathivat, Senior Vice President, Corporate
Communications, Central Retail Corporation



14:30 hrs

14:35hrs

14:40 hrs

15:00 hrs

CARE NOW Launch Ceremony

Group Photo

Panel Discussion —How to?

Speakers:

Mr. Parinya Nithaworn, Specialist

Office of Women's Affairs and Family Development

Ministry of Social Development and Human Security

Mr. Jadet Chaowilai, Manager, Friends of Women Foundation

Ms. Kanokwan Srichaiya, Royal Thai Armed Forces Headquarters

Chuanijit Turathong, Human Resource Manager, Central Retail
Corporation Ltd.

Group Photo of all Speakers

Closing by MC



Press Statement
By Mr. Kittipong Kittayarak , Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Justice
At the Launch of “CARE NOW - Say NO to Violence against Women”
Eden Zone, 3rd Floor Central World

Tuesday, 9 March 2010, 13.00-15.00
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Mr. Kittipong Kittayarak said that HRH Princess Bajrakitiyabha, as Goodwill
Ambassador for UNIFEM in Thailand, has been instrumental in raising public awareness
about the Say NO initiative and in rallying all segments of Thai society to help eliminate
violence against women. In the global advocacy campaign, Say NO to Violence Against
Women, which the Princess signed on 5 September 2008, 5 million signatures were
collected globally, out of which, over 3 million were collected from Thailand alone,
making the country the single most important contributor to the international
appeal. On 25 November 2008, the International Day for the Elimination of Violence
Against Women, the signatures were handed to UNIFEM for presentation to the UN
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon.

Apart from her exemplary leadership in the Say NO campaign in Thailand, HRH
Princess Bajrakitiyabha also graciously agreed to lend her voice and support for the
cause by participating in public awareness activities and by suggesting that whistles be
used as the logo for the local campaign, together with the colour pink. Various publicity
items including T-shirts, stickers, whistles and pins were produced by the Ministry of
Justice and the Thai Health Promotion Foundation, carrying the Say NO logo and
available in pink. The Princess has also been featured in PSAs and other informational
materials to highlight the importance of ending violence against women. In addition,
the Princess has granted personal appearances in television interviews to deliver the
message “Say NO to violence against women” and to urge all sectors in Thai society to
get involved.

HRH Princess Bajrakitiyabha has also led several successful preventive programmes in
the provinces. For instance in Udon Thani, the Princess participated in a bicycle ride to
launch an event to promote public awareness and has initiated the school-based Youth
Say NO to Violence against Women programme. In another activity, she presented
awards to people and organizations whose work has inspired others to make ending
violence against women a priority. The search for so-called ‘Role Models’, resulted in a



large number of nominations for the awards and greater interest in the issue. The
Princess herself presided over the awards ceremony on 10 December 2008.

In order to facilitate the implementation of the recently-enacted Protection of Victims
of Domestic Violence Act B.E. 2550 (2007) and to improve understanding among law
enforcement officers about the new legislation, the Princess personally chaired a
specialized workshop on the law and took part in the discussion with representatives
from the police, the judiciary and the public prosecutors' office, to collect first-hand
data from practitioners and analyze problems about the application of the law.

To ensure continued advocacy efforts, HRH Princess Bajrakitiyabha presided over the
first workshop in the Youth Say NO to Violence against Women programme on 18 May
2009 in Udon Thani. It was organized by UNIFEM in partnership with the Ministry of
Justice and the Basic Education Commission. Over 240 students and teachers from 8
pilot schools, in selected provinces, took part in the training to learn more about
gender-based violence. The aim is to develop a curriculum on the issue, thus engaging
Thai youth at an early age. As a result of the workshop, each school came up with
initiatives to protect women and girls in their communities, focusing on the
dissemination of information and an appropriate action plan which could be integrated
into the school curriculum.

For her exceptional contribution and exemplary engagement on the issue, the Princess
was honoured by UNIFEM in an awards ceremony held at UN headquarters in New York
on 24 November 2009. The award was presented by UNIFEM Deputy Executive
Director Joanne Sandler, who congratulated the Princess on her exemplary
engagement on the issue and for being the public face of UNIFEM'’s advocacy initiative
"Say No to Violence against Women", in Thailand.

As we prepare to launch CARE NOW: Say NO to Violence Against Women, today, it is
an honour and a privilege that HRH Princess Bhajrakitiyabha, UNIFEM Goodwill
Ambassador in Thailand, has entrusted the organizers with a hand-painted T-shirt with
a Say NO message to kick off the ‘Paint a T-Shirt to show you Care’ activity in support
of the cause. All of us here feel deeply grateful and honoured. It is time for the launch
of CARE NOW -Say NO to Violence Against Women, as the next step in our campaign
to address the issue of violence against women. Mr. Mark Wallem, Deputy Regional
Programme Director, UNIFEM East and Southeast Asia Regional Office, will have more
details of CARE NOW.
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Press Statement
By Dr. Jean D'Cunha, Regional Programme Director, UNIFEM ESEARO
At the Launch of “CARE NOW - Say NO to Violence against Women”
Eden Zone, 3™ Floor Central World
Tuesday, 9 March 2010, 13.00-15.00

Yesterday, we celebrated International Women’s Day, a day celebrated worldwide to
honour women but also to press for women’s human rights, equal entitlements and equal
opportunities. This day underscores the responsibility we have as a society, men and
women, to ensure gender equality, because progress for women is progress for all. And
that is why | applaud Central Group of Companies for taking on violence against women
and children in the groundbreaking campaign Care NOW, launched store-wide and across
all retail centres today.

Violence against women and children is perhaps the most pervasive human rights violation.
At least one out of every three women around the world has been beaten, coerced into sex,
or otherwise abused in her lifetime. For women aged 15 to 44 years, violence is a major
cause of death and disability, with rape and domestic and intimate partner violence being
higher risk factors for women in this age-group than cancer, motor vehicle accidents, war
and malaria. In 2006 the One-Stop-Crisis Centers (OSCCs) in Thailand reported an average
of 39 requests for assistance per day in 2006 compared with 19 per day in 2004. The
Ministry of Social Development and Human Security (MSDHS) in Thailand reported that
the number of women and children seeking assistance at their shelters and assistance
centres due to physical, emotional and sexual abuse increased from 469 in 2004 to 837 in
2006, where sexual violence cases dominated. And apart from the obvious emotional and
psychological costs to women, violence has measurable costs to society. In the United
States, for instance, the total economic cost of domestic violence alone was US$ 5.8 billion
in 2003, calculated from medical costs from injuries, lost time at paid and unpaid work, and
deaths. These figures are not just shocking statistics, they are a horrifying reality.

UNIFEM has been working to eliminate violence against women by introducing policies and
legislation, through preventive programmes that protect and support women, through
capacity building, and public awareness campaigns, such as Say NO to Violence Against
Women, whose immense success is attributable to the charismatic leadership and
inspirational messages of HRH Princess Bajarakitiyabha. At a ceremony attended by 1,500
Thai government officials and dignitaries on 22 November 2008, HRH Princess
Bajrakitiyabha handed over 3,123,679 signatures from Thailand alone out of 5 million
collected globally, which UNIFEM gave to UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon on 25
November, the International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women.



This year, as the campaign launches into its second phase, we are delighted to be
announcing the campaign Care NOW with the Central Group of Companies and Ministry of
Justice, supported by Thai Health Promotion Foundation. This campaign is different from
any we have launched in the region, and certainly unique, because it is comprehensive.
Care NOW not only aims to raise funds through donation boxes, but it aims to engage
people in the issue, beginning from the staff. Central has 20,000 staff across its stores
nationally, and we have just launched a series of gender sensitivity trainings with Central
personnel. Violence against women can take many forms, ranging from domestic and
sexual violence to verbal abuse and sexual harassment. And so it is crucial to spread
knowledge about violence against women and make sure these facts are known by all the
staff here at Central Stores, so that they can be empowered and take the message to
customers and the community at large.

We are also launching the T-shirt painting activity to engage customers in the issue in an
interactive way, and | urge all of you to visit our booth and get creative! Proceeds from the
T-shirts will go towards activities to eliminate violence against women in the region.

At UNIFEM we have achieved considerable success in our efforts but the work is far from
complete. We cannot fully eliminate violence against women without the consistent
support and commitment of the government, civil society, NGOs, the private sector, and
individuals. Which is why this initiative is an important and influential example of synergy
across sectors and of a community coming together to demand positive and constructive
social change.

I would like to extend my gratitude to Khun Busaba Chirathivat for her visionary leadership
in making this campaign a reality. | am also thankful to The Thai Health Foundation for its
support. We are extremely grateful for the consistent partnership extended by Dr.
Kittipong and the Ministry of Justice in their unwavering commitment to gender equality.
And of course, UNIFEM is honoured to have HRH Princess Bajrakitiyabha as our Goodwill
Ambassador, who has been dedicated to the Say NO campaign since 2008 and plays an
instrumental role in getting public attention to the issue.

Finally, 1 would like to applaud the staff who have been involved in CARE NOW from
planning activities, to gender-sensitivity trainings and signing pledges to Say NO to

Violence. Your actions and participation demonstrate to us all what it means to Care NOW!

Thank you.



Press Statement
By Ms. Busaba Chirathivat,
Senior Vice President for Corporate Communications , Central Retail Corporation
At the Launch of “"CARE NOW - Say NO to Violence against Women”
Eden Zone, 3" Floor Central World

Tuesday, 9 March 2010, 13.00-15.00
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Permanent Secretary of Justice, distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen,

On behalf of women today, we view violence and other forms of abuses against women
as unacceptable behaviour that cannot be ignored by society.

Central Retail Corporation is prepared and committed to providing full support to the
Say No to Violence Against Women, Care Now given that most of our personnel are
women. We also learn from our internal hotline service, Smile D, that domestic issues
are the most pressing problems for staff who call seeking advice. It is crucial that we
promote awareness of the legal rights of women and actively engage with their male
colleagues to ensure better understanding.

Central Retail has run informative sessions and workshops on women’s rights which |
believe will contribute to ending violence against women. Over 20,000 of our
employees are being sensitized and trained about their roles, responsibilities and rights;
they will also become important advocacy agents, raising awareness of the issue in
their homes and in society at large.

Our activity today marks the beginning of a meaningful collaborative effort to address
violence against women. | would like to invite the public to take action and sign on to
the Say No campaign via our business networks as followed:

1. Books for signatures will be set up at customer service counters at Central
Retail's shops and Central Pattana’s shopping malls nationwide.

2. Signatures can be added online at www.centralretail.com or at other
corporate websites of the Central Group namely that of Central Department Store,
Robinson Department Store, Tops, B2S, PowerBuy, Super Sport, Home Work and
Office Depot.



http://www.centralretail.com/

3. Donation can be made at our 30 stores nationwide where collection boxes are
available. Money collected will be presented to HRH Princess Bajarakitiyabha, Goodwill
Ambassador for UNIFEM in Thailand.

In addition, if you, your friends, or someone you know is threatened, abused, or is a
victim of violence, please contact Prachabodhi 1300 helpline at the Information Counter
in any Central Department Store and at Central Group’s other stores.

Last but not least, | hope this initiative will rally the public toward the cause and lead to
significant and promising change in Thai society and a positive impact on women'’s

roles and our human rights.

Thank you.



Violence against Women
Facts and Figures

Violence against women and girls is a problem of pandemic proportions. Based on
country data available', up to 70 per cent of women experience physical or sexual
violence from men in their lifetime — the majority by husbands, intimate partners or
someone they know. Among women aged between 15 and 44, acts of violence cause
more death and disability than cancer, malaria, traffic accidents and war combined."
Perhaps the most pervasive human rights violation that we know today, violence against
women devastates lives, fractures communities, and stalls development. It takes many
forms and occurs in many places — domestic violence in the home, sexual abuse of girls
in schools, sexual harassment at work, rape by husbands or strangers, in refugee camps
or as a tactic of war.

Femicide — the murder of women because they are women
e In the United States, one-third of women murdered each year are killed by
intimate partners.”
e In South Africa, a woman is killed every 6 hours by an intimate partner.”
¢ InIndia, 22 women were killed each day in dowry-related murders in 2007."
¢ In Guatemala, two women are murdered, on average, each day.Vi

Trafficking

e Women and girls comprise 80 percent of the estimated 800,000 people trafficked
annually™, with the majority (79 percent) trafficked for sexual exploitation.”

Harmful practices
e Approximately 100 to 140 million girls and women in the world have experienced
female genital mutilation/cutting, with more than 3 million girls in Africa annually
at risk of the practice.”
e Over 60 million girls worldwide are child brides, married before the age of 18,
primarily in South Asia (31.1 million and Sub-Saharan Africa (14.1 million).*

Sexual violence against women and girls

e An estimated 150 million girls under 18 suffered some form of sexual violence in
2002 alone.™

e As many as 1 in 4 women experience physical and/or sexual violence during
pregnancy™ which increases the likelihood of having a miscarriage, stillbirth and
abortion™. Up to 53 percent of women physically abused by their intimate
partners are being kicked or punched in the abdomen.®"

¢ In Sao Paulo, Brazil, a woman is assaulted every 15 seconds.®
In Ecuador, adolescent girls reporting sexual violence in school identified
teachers as the perpetrator in 37 per cent of cases.™”

Rape as a method of warfare

e Approximately 250,000 to 500,000 women and girls were raped in the 1994
Rwandan genocide.™""



¢ In eastern Democratic Republic of Congo, at least 200,000 cases of sexual violence,
mostly involving women and girls, have been documented since 1996, though the
actual numbers are considered to be much higher. ™"

Cost of violence against women
e Domestic violence alone cost approximately US$1.16 billion in Canada™ and
US$5.8 billion in the United States.™ In Australia, violence against women and
children costs an estimated US$11.38 billion per year.™

Xix

Sexual Harassment
e Between 40 and 50 per cent of women in European Union countries experience
unwanted sexual advancements, physical contact or other forms of sexual
harassment at their workplace.™"
¢ In the United States, 83 per cent of girls aged 12 to 16 experienced some form of
sexual harassment in public schools.”™"

' Garcia-Moreno, Claudia. et al. 2005. WHO Multi-Country Study on Women’s Health and Domestic Violence
against Women. WHO, Geneva: 46; Johnson, Holly, N. Ollus and S. Nevala. 2008. Violence Against
Women: An International Perspective (International Violence against Women Survey-IVAWS), Springer
Science + Business Media, LL, New York: 39; Kishor, Sunita, and K. Johnson. 2004. Profiling Domestic
Violence — A Multi-Country Study. (Demographic and Health Surveys-DHS) ORC Macro, Calverton,
Maryland: 12; and other DHS surveys available from various countries.

" World Health Organization 1997

" US Department of Justice, Office of Justice Programs, Bureau of Statistics, 2007. Homicide trends in the
U.S-Intimate Homicides. [http://ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/homicide/intimates.htm] (Accessed 29 April 2009).

v Based on data from 1999. Mathews, Shanaaz, N. Abrahams, L. Martin, L. Vetten, L. van der Merwe, and
R. Jewkes. 2004. “Every Six Hours a Woman is Killed by her Intimate Partner.” A National Study of Female
Homicide in South Africa. Gender and Health Research Group, Medical Research Council, Tygerberg: 2.
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Facts and Figures from Thailand

In 2006 the One-Stop-Crisis Centers (OSCCs) in Thailand reported that more women and children fall
victims to domestic violence. An average of 39 requests for assistance per day was recorded in 2006
compared with 19 per day in 2004. The Ministry of Social Development and Human Security
(MSDHS) in Thailand also reported that the number of women and children seeking assistance at
their shelters and assistance centres due to physical, emotional and sexual abuse increased from 469
in 2004 to 837 in 2006, where sexual violence cases dominated.

Year Number of Hospitals Women and Children Average (Case/Day)
that Reported Cases Subject to Violence

2004 70 6,951 19

2005 109 11,542 32

2006 110 15,882 4t

2007 297 19,068 52

Source: One Stop Crisis Centre, Ministry of Public Health

Domestic Violence

The number of women, girls and boys who suffered from DV has doubled between 2004 and 2006.
The requests for assistance at the One-Stop Crisis centers doubled from 6949 in 2004 to 14,328 in
2006 (an average 19 requested per day in 2004 compared to 39 requests per day in 2006).

The Reproductive Health Survey 2006 reported that over one million married women had been
physically or emotionally abused over a period of one month.

Sexual Violence

In 2006 courts of first instance ruled on 9,653 cases of sexual violence under Criminal Code Sections
276, 277, 278-285 (rape and other violations). This number has risen steadily from 4,896 in 2002

Human Trafficking

Number of women and children who have been exploited by prostitution and human trafficking
seeking assistance for their physical and emotional rehabilitation from the women’s shelters run by
the MSDHS has risen from 15,70 in 2004 to 18,617 in 2006.

There have been no court rulings on trafficking cases as the draft Bill on prevention and suppression
of human trafficking is pending adoption.

[Source of information: Report on Thailand Gender-Disaggregated Statistics, Office of Women'’s
Affairs and Family Development, Ministry of Social Development and Human Security in
collaboration with UNDP, 2008]






