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Letter to The UN Secretary-General, Mr. Ban Ki-moon

24 November 2009 
Dear UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon,

We, representatives of the world’s major faith traditions, applaud your commitment to spearhead a United Nations system-wide campaign through 2015 focused on global advocacy through your initiative, UNiTE to End Violence against Women.. Your leadership shows admirable commitment to ease the suffering and damage that violence against women and girls inflicts on all people, communities and human dignity.
Nonetheless, violence against women remains a pervasive and insidious crisis. Special attention needs to be paid by all UN agencies to end violence against women in every country.  We note there is particular urgency to make this a top priority in countries suffering in conflict as well as those recovering from conflict.  In countries with a high HIV prevalence, the relationship between violence against women, including sexual violence and HIV should be recognized and addressed. 
We, women and men of faith from all regions of the world, pledge our commitment, spiritual leadership and capacities to intensify our role in ending violence against women and girls.  We are united by one common truth—that violence against women and girls is a violation of the human rights and dignity of one half of humanity, and is contrary to the core values of all religions.  
As you launch the UNiTE Network of Male Leaders, we urge you to strenthen partnerships with faith-based organizations and religious leaders, including religious men, in efforts to end violence against women. Religious leaders and communities of faith offer tremendous moral and spiritual influence and thus hold a unique and unparalleled potential to be powerful agents of prevention, education and advocacy to end violence against women. Religious male leaders can offer unique contributions and leadership to your Network of Male Leaders united to end violence against women. 

Strenthening partnerships with faith communities at national, regional and global levels can help support the work of the United Nations, governments, civil society and the private sector and speed up progress in eliminating violence against women. We urge you to appoint a faith liason to systematically mobilize people of different faiths to offer support and faith perspectives to your goals on ending violence against women.
Furthermore, we call on the United Nations to recall principles in the United Nations Security Council Resolutions and the UN treaties on the elimination of violence agaist women, particularly UN Security Council Resolutions 1325, 1820, 1888 and CEDAW—ratified by 185 UN member states.
We urge the United Nations to speed-up the implementation of these commitments by:
1. Ensuring security for all women and girls and ending impunity. Support the enforcement of legislation for prevention and protection of women, including in conflict zones.  Amnesty for perpetrators of widespread sexual and other violence against women must be excluded from all settlements, or else the widespread use of rape, forced sterilization/ impregnation, and femicide as a tactic of war and/or genocide will continue unabated. 
2. Strengthening training for all UN staff on gender equality and violence against women.  Specialized officers and offices/ women’s desks ability to respond to violence against women must be an integral component of all UN missions
3. Increasing female presence in UN peacekeeping. Train all UN peacekeeping staff on violence against women, including the enforcement of zero tolerance for any and all infractions.  
4. Increasing resources for the empowerment of women and girls.  The allocation of development incentives aimed specifically at women's work and women's projects is central to addressing vulnerability. Gender Responsive Budgeting should be an integral element in the planning, implementation and evaluation of all UN projects and offices.

5. Compiling evidence on the linkages between HIV and different forms of violence against women and girls and on what works in order to inform policies and programmes—including in conflict and crises situations. 
6. In high HIV prevalence countries, leverage opportunities that HIV/AIDS programmes may offer to address issues of violence and increase women’s empowerment.

We—religious leaders and men and women of faith—pledge to take greater responsibility to restore the dignity of all women and girls and ending violence against women across the globe. In our thoughts and prayers are our sisters of all faiths, subjected to violence and degradation on every continent. We think particularly of the tragic ongoing conflicts in Democratic Republic of Congo and Sudan.  
As witness to our staunch commitment to uphold the rights and dignity of all women and girls around the world, we pledge One Million Minutes of Meditation. On the occasion of the International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women, Religions for Peace is leading a minute of silence to meditate and reflect on restoring the dignity of all women and girls and ending violence against women across the globe. 

On behalf of our sisters and brothers in faith from around the world, we invite you, Mr. Secretary-General, to participate in One Million Minutes of Meditation on 24 November at 12:00 Noon. At 12:00 Noon, we request that you join us in one minute of silence to reflect on ending violence against women. Your participation will demonstrate your steadfast leadership on this issue most critical to our shared security and the wellbeing and advancement of all in our human family.
We remain yours in solidarity and partnership,
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Send signed letters to GlobalWomenofFaith@religionsforpeace.org  

Or mail them to Religions for Peace International Secretariat at the address below. 
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